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I may be proper to obſerve, that al- 
Though there was no Funeral when this 
Diſcourſe was delivered, all the defigns of a 


Puneral Sermon were intended, as there had 


been one ſo lately in the family at whoſe defire 
it was preached, and to whom it is moſt 
- reſpe&fully dedicated, 


By their much obliged 
and faithful Servant, 


* 


WARRINGTON, 


June 3it, 1778. 3 THE AUTHOR, 
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HAT healing hand can you the balm cf 
Z peace ? | 


And turn my fight undaunted on the tomb 
With joy, —with g grief, that nealing hand' I #c 
The ſkies it form'd; and noy it bleeds for me- 

But bleeds the balm I want. 
| How deep implanted in the breaſt of man 8 
The dread of death! I ſing its ſov'ran cure. 
Death, our great pay day; *tis our harveſt, rich 
And rife : what tho' the fickle, ſometimes keen, 
Juſt ſcars us, as we reap the golden grain ? 
More than thy balm, O Gilead] heals the wound, 


And feel I, death! no joy from thought of thee ? 

Death, the great Counſellor, who man inſpires 

With ev'ry nobler thought, and fairer deed ! 

Death, the deliverer, who reſcues man ! 

Death, the rewardèr, who the reſcu'd crowns ! 

Death, that abſolves my birth; a curſe without it ! 

Rich death, that realizes all my cares, 

Toils, virtues, hopes ; 8 it a chimera ! 
Az... Death, 


. 
Death, of all pain the period, not of joy; | 
Joy's ſource, and fubjef, Rill ſubſiſt unhurt. „ 
The knell, the ſhroud, the mattock, and the grave | 
The deep damp vault, the darkneſs, and the worm; 
Theſe are the bugbears of a winter's eve, 
The terrors of the living, not the dead. | 
Man makes a death which nature never made z 
And feels a thouſand deaths in fearing one. 
(If found inChrift) Death is the crown of life. 

' © Was death deny'd, poor man would live in vain; 
Death wounds to cure: we fall; we riſe; we reign! 
| Spring from our fetters ; faſten in the ſkies ; 
Where blooming Eden withers in our fight. 
Death gives us more than was in Eden loft. | 
This king of terrors is the prince of peace. | 
When ſhall I die to vanity, pain, death ! | 
When ſhall I die — When ſhall I live for ever! 


, 
| 
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REVELATIONS xxi. 4. 


And God ſpall wipe away all tears from their eyes; 
and there ſhall be no more death, neither ſorrow, 
nor crying, neither jhall there be any more pain? 
for the former things are paſſed away. 


Els Chapter ſpeaks of the things that 
ſhall be hereafter ; when “ the great 
globe itſelf ſhall be diffolved, and like 


the baſeleſs fabric of a viſion leave not a wreck 
As behind.” 
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behind.“ "Ani when theſe things ſhall come to 


paſs it may be ſaid “ TIME was, ETERNITY now 
reigns alone.” Here is the moſt dreadful, yet 


| pleaſing deſcription of the eternal ſtates of all the 


dead: to them who live in fin dreadful, but to 
the righteous plca/ing. 


ALL of us are therefore deeply intereſted in 
theſe awful events. O may we feel their ſolemn 
weight! Hitherto the prophecies of this book 
have preſented a remarkable mixture of mercy 
and judgment in God's diſpenſations towards his 
people, Here at the cloſe of all, the day fully 


breaks and the ſhadows flee away for ever. A new 


world now appears, the former being paſſed away, 
Ver. 1 and 2, And 1 ſaw a new heaven and a 
new earth: for the fir/# heaven and the firſt carth 
were paſſed away ; and there was no more ſea. Aud 
John jaw the holy city, the new Jeruſalem, coming 
down from God out of henden, prepat bi as A bride 
adorned er her So uſband. 


SoM commentators underſtand all this of the 


fate of the church on earth in the glory of the 


latter day. But moſt agree it is a repreſentation 
of the perfect triumphant ſtate in heaven. e. 
Paul 


__— 


C91): 
Paul calls the church-triumphant Jeruſalem which | 
is above and is free, free from every mark of b 1- 
dage, without ſpot or wrinkle or any ſuch thing. 
And this is the ſtate here deſcribed : prepared as 
a bride adorned, beautified with all perfection of 
holineſs and wiſdom, meet for the fruition of 
the heavenly bridegroom. The blefied preſence 
of God with his people is proclaimed and admi- 
red. ver. 3. And I heard a great voice out of hea- 
ven, ſaying, Behold the tabernacle of God is with 
men, and he will dwell with them, aud they fhall be 
his people, and God himſelf ſhall be with them, and 
be their God. A learned commentator ſays; chere 
is an alluſion to the tabernacle with ths Iſraelites, 
and the Shechinah or Divine Majeſty being Fea 
the midſt of them.” And that it denotes “the 


preſence of Chriſt in his human nature.” In his 

humiliation he dwelt, or tabernacled with men 

in the form of a ſervant : but now he will appear 
in all his perſonal glory and reign as king. 


By the text we learn this preſent world is a. 
vale of tears. In ſpeaking from it, I propoſe to. 
enlarge on the following conſiderations. 
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I. THAT a time is coming when this ſeripture 


will be fulfilled to par: of the n race. 


II. Tye ea of thoſe to whom theſe pro- 
miſes are made. 


III. Ven theſe words ſhall have their full ac- 
compliſhment. 


1. And God fall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes, Tears are the expreſſions of ſorrow, and 
ſometimes its alleviation, Sorrow is an inheri- 
tance all are born to. It is an entailed inheri- 
tance to Adam's numerous race. So Job tells us, 
man that is born of a woman is of few days and full 


HF trouble. It was ſin that opened thoſe bitter 


fountains in the eyes of men. Before fin entered 


into the world no ſigh then heaved man's peace- 


ful breaſt. No tears bedewed his unruMed cheek. 


No jarring paſſions from within to diſturb his 
reſt. No enemies from without to invade his 


peace, Sorrow and miſery were confined to the 


-infernal regions, till ſin brought death into 


the world.” But “ ſin and ſorrow are inſepara- 
ble companions.” And if we are not ſeparate 


from ſin and ſinners before we go hence to be no 
| more 


| 
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more ſeen, to be pierced through with eternal 
forrows muſt be the conſequence. Hence it is 
written, come out from among them, and be ye ſepa- 


rate from thoſe who are lovers of pleaſures more than 
lovers of God. Having a form of godlineſs, but de- 


nying the power thereof — from ſuch turn away, or 


you will be in danger of being turned out of the 
way of life and peace. | 


And there ſball be no more death. St. Paul ſpeaks 
of death in the character of an univerſal monarch. 
Death reigned from Adam to Moſes over them who 
had not finned after the ſimilitude of Adam's tran fe 


greſſion. Over infants who had not afually ſin- 


ned. And in the book of Job, death is called 


the king of terrors. His empire was once limited 


to the infernal regions. There ſpiritual death 
ſet up his baneful reign. And there would his 
abhorred dorninion have been confined for ever, 


had not that daring hand * plucked the forbid- 


den fruit, which brought ſin into the world and 
all our woe.” From that fad hour the reign of 
death began on earth, All kings and empires 


then became ſubject to his dark dominions. 
That awful ſentence then began to be put in ex- 


ecution againſt the human race, duſt thou art 
: AG end 
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E 
and unto duſt ſhalt thou return. Reader, c it is 
all thou art and all the proud ſhall be.“) Death's 
ebon ſceptre is now extended over this diſordered 
world. As a mighty hunter eager in purſuit of 
rey, his well-aimed ſhafts are flying every hour, 
ringing mortals to their long home. Sad marks 
of his devaſtations appear wherever we turn. 


any mourners for departed friends g9 about the 
. ftreets 5 and many more vent their ſorrows and 
grief in ſecret, refuſing to be comforted, and go 


down to their graves in ſorrow. For the ſorrow 
of the world worketh death — in ſome who are in 
the bloom of life, cauſing their morning ſun to 
ſet. at noon. Time flies from men and they 
from time, ** purſuing and purſued, each o- 
ther's prey, as wolves for rapine and the fox 


7 for wiles; till death, that mighty hunter, earths 
: them all.” | 


THERE ſhall be no more crying — on account 
of ſin, oppreſſion, affliction or perſecution. 
There the wicked ceaſe from troubling, there the 
weary are at reſt. There the priſoners reſt together, 
they hear nat the voice of the oppreſſor, and the ſer- 
vant 1s free from his imperious and cruel maſter, 
No more crying on account of being ſeparated. 

from 


— 


E 


from thoſe who are near and dear to us, for there 


parting ſhall be no more. S:ghing ſhall for ever 


fee away, and all occaſions of it gone to return 


no more. How ſudden with many the tranſition 
from the higheſt raptures of joy to the loweſt 
depths of woe ! To day on the pleaſing ſummit 


of proſperity, to morrow in the gloomy vale of 


adverfity. But in thoſe happy regions no ſuch 
viciſſitudes our ſtate thall know. * joys will 


be unabated, unmingled, over flowing, everflow- 


ing. All our ſorrows left below, and earth ex- 
changed for heaven.” -- , 


Neither ſhall there be any more pain — either of 


body or mind: but quite the reverſe. Here ma- 


ny have weariſome nights appointed unto them, and 
are toſſed to and fro with pain and diſeaſe, until 


the dawning day. But in thoſe bliſsful climes, 


the inhabitants fhall no more ſay I am ſick. This 


corruptible body ſhall put on incorruption, and this 


mortal fhall put on immortality. "Theſe earthen 
veſſels ſo liable to be broken by the ſlighteſt 


ſtroke, and are cruſhed before the moth, will then 
be capable of ſuſtaining with unſpeakable delight, 
an exceeding and eternal weight of glory. We ſhalt. 
return from the filent grave with ſinging and ever- 


laſting 


E 


laſting joy upon our heads. Then the evil days no 
mere return, nor the years draw nigh when we hall 
ſay, there is no more pleaſure in them, The ſun nor 
the light ſhall no more be darkened nor the clouds re-. : 
turm after rain. But the Lord ſhall be our everlaſt- | : 
ing light and the days of our mourning ſhall be ended. 
The keepers of the houſe ſhall no more tremble, and _ 
the ſtrong men bow themſelves, or thoſe that lock out 
of the windows be darkened. The daughters of mu- 
i c ſhall not be bi ought low, nor fears be in the way. 
The ſilver cord ſhall no more be loofed, or the golden 
Bool be broken at the fountain. Becauſe man fhall 
no more change his home, nor mourners go about thoſe 
frreets of the new Jeruſalem. Eccles. 12, —_ | 


For the formen things are paſſed away — Not 
only fin and ſorrow, pain and death, but the 
place of ſuffering theſe things is paſſed away. 
The heavens ſhall paſs away with à great noiſe, the 
elements. melt with fervent heat, the earth alſo and 
the things therein be burnt up. Every thing with 
which we were converſant on earth will be paſt © 
away. Seed times and harve/!s will for ever ceaſe. | 
Summer and winter be no more. In that city 
of the great king, the voice of the bridegroom and 
of the bride is no more heard, The children of the. 


refur- 


= 
X 


HED 


| TeſurreFion to eternal li ife no more marry nor are 
given in marriage, but are as the angels of God; 
free from all human paſſions and affections. 


PRAYER and preaching, ſabbaths and facra- 
ments will be ended. But thoſe who now make 
melody in their hearts to the Lord, in the aſfem- 
blies of his ſaints, ſhall then keep an eternal 
ſabbath and ſing of the wonders of redeeming 
love with unabated ardor. Then many who 
cannot now procure a ſeat in the courts of God's 


houſe below, will fit down in his courts above 


with Abraham, Iſaac, Jacob, and a great multi- 


tue which no man can number of every my lan- 
gudge, people and tongue. 


II ConsIDERATION i is, the charge of thoſe 
to whom theſe promiſes : are made. 


TRE are pointed out in the words following 
the text. | 


And he that fat on the throne ſaid behold I mate 
all things new. I am Alpha and Omega the begin- 
ning and the end. I will give unto him that is a- 


thirſt of the fountain of the water of life freely, He 


that 


wonder. 
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that evercometh hall inherit all things, and I will 
be his God and be ſhall be my jon.” The heirs of 


theſe promiſes have felt the renewing power of 
his grace who fits on this throne. They know 


by heart experience the truth of St. Paul's words. 
any man be in Chrift Feſus (ſavingly unit- 


ed to him, by a living faith) he is @ new crea- 
ture. Old things are pajjed away, (former un- 
holy tempers and ſinful works) and behold all 
hinss are bec:me new. He has new deſires, a new 
heart and new affections — they are no longer 
earthly and ſenſual but ſpiritual and heavenly. 
Luther ſays © every real chr.ſtian is a new crea- 


ture in a new world.” And. none but ſuch can 


inherit that new heaven and nav earth wherein 


gwelleth righteouſneſs. 


 Anp theſe heirs of the promiſes are athir/? for 
the water of life the Holy Spirit in all his cleanſ- 


ing, fruitful, refreſhing and ſanctifying influ- 
ences. As the chaſed hart panteth after the cooling. 


Water brooks, ſo do they thirſt after conſtant ac- 


ceſs to the fountain living waters—and uninter- 
rupted communion with God. And Jeſus ſays | 
he that drinketh of the waters that I fhall give 
hall never thirſt, but they ſhall be in him as @ 


well 


* ) 


well of wajer ſpringing up into everlaſting life. 


At the great day of the feaſt he flood up and cried, 
if any man thirſt let him come unto me and drink, 
and receive the bleſſings of pardon and peace. 
He that believeth in me, out of his belly ſhall flow 
rivers of living waters: this he ſpake of the Spirit 
which they who believe in him do receive. Theſe 
heirs of the promiſes are victorious over the world 
and fin, the corruptions of nature and temptati- 
ons of the devil. Ver. 7. Unto him that overcometh 
—not in his own native ſtrength but being {ſtrong 


in the faith and grace of Jeſus. This is the victory 


that overcometh the world, even our faith in the 


captain of our ſalvation, who hath conquered 
for us. He ſaith to all who are fighting under 


his banner, be of good cheer I have vvercome the 
world, They overcome by the blood of the Lamb, 


and by the word of their teſtimony. The latter part 
of ver. 7. ſpeaks of theſe heirs of glory as ſtand- 


ing in the ſame relation to God, as children to 
their father. 7 will be his God and he ſhall be my 


5 ſen. They are adopted into the family of Hea- 


ven, and their name is written in the book of Life. 


Becatife ye are ſons, God hath ſent forth the ſpirit of 


Bis ſen into your hearts, crying Abba, Father. Such 
arc heirs of all the glorious promiſes in this book. 
I 
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Tx pleaſing proſpect through the vale of 
death will alleviate the ſorrows of this thorny 
_ wilderneſs, though it may not give a full deli- 
verance, The ties of nature are very tender, and 
not to feel them break by the ſtroke of death, is 
inſeparable from humanity. But ſome ſorrows 
are peculiar to the righteous man, the gracious 
heart. Such were Jeremiah's when he cries, 
O that my head were waters, and mine eyes a foun- 
tain of tears, that I might weep day and night, O 
that 1 had in the wilderneſs a place of wayfaring 
men, that I might leave this people and go from 
them for they are a rebellious hinſe : my ſoul ſhall 
weep in ſecret places. Such were David's when 
he ſaid, rivers of waters nun down mine eyes be- 
cauſe men fer not my law. And St. Paul's, 
Of whom I have told you often and now tell you even 
weeping that they are enemies of the crojs of Chrijt, 
whoſe God is their belly, who glery in their ſhame, 
<who mind earthly things. And ſuch were the tears 
of Jeſus that man of ſorrows, when he beheld the 
city and wept over it, faying, O that thou haaſt 
known even thou in this thy day the things belonging 
to thy peace, but now they are hid from thine eyes l 
But when theſe great events ſhall be accompliſh= 


ed, the righteous will no more weep for harden- 
ed 


39) 

ed careleſs finners. Their doom 'will be fixed 
for ever. No prayers or tears can then avail for 
them. There is no ſaving repentance in or beyond 
the grave. All ties of nature will then be eter- 
nally diſſolved. The godly will have no more 
painful ſenfation for the condemnation of the 
deareſt relation than for one they never knew. 
That petition of Dives in hell, that Abraham 
would ſend Lazarus to warn his five. brethren and 


_ exhort them to repentance, that they might not come 
to that place of torment, was not from natural 


affection. More probably from an apprehenſion 
of the aggravation of his own miſery by having 
in his life time encouraged them in fin. 


III ConsipERATION is, when theſe words will 


be fully accompliſhed. 


Tuts time is referred to chap. xx. 11—14. 


 AndT ſaw a great white throne and him that ſat 
on it, from whoſe face the [ new] heaven and [new] 
earth fled away. For theſe that now are will be 


burnt up at the beginning of the thouſand years. 


Ver. 4, 5. And there was found no place for them, 
And I ſaw the dead ſmall and great fland before 
God ; aud the books were opened : and another book 

was 


(20-3 


was opened which is the book of life : and the dead 
were judged out of thoſe things which were written 


in the baoks according to their works. An account 
being given of the judge, next the perſons to be 
judged are deſcribed, the ſtate and condition in 
which they lived and died. Theſe are the reft of 


the dead, the wicked, who lived not again until 


the thouſand years of Chriſt's reign on the new 


earth were ended, ver. 5. The righteous being 
judged upon their reſurrection from the dead 


at the beginning of this day of the Lord. And 


the fea gave up the dead which were in it ; and 


death and hell delivered up the dead which were in 


them : and they were judged every man according to 
their works, And whoſoever was not found written: 
in the book of life (upon the opening of it) was 


caſt into the lake of fire. O the awful, tremen- 


dous ſcenes which then will be diſcloſed ! At 


this laſt and grand aſſize we ſhall ſee the Majeſty 
of Heaven the Almighty Judge fit on that great 


white throne, We ſhall ſee the migbiy Angel ar- 
reſt the fun in its ſhining come. He will ſet ons 
foct on the ſea and the other on the dry land, and 
liſting up his hand to heaven will fwear by him that 
liveth for ever, that time ſhall be no longer. We 
ſhall hear the laſt trumpet eccho through the 

5 5 | dark 
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dark regions of the grave, and in the twinklng | 
ef an eye millions ariſe from earth and ſea before | 
our aſtoniſhed eyes. Man ftarting from his | 
couch ſhall ſleep no more.” The day is broke | 
that never more ſhall cloſe.” We ſhall Hand be- = 

fore the judgment ſeat of Chrift, not as ſpectators 
to ſee who are condemned and who acquitted, but 
as parties to anſwer for ourſelves, fer the deeds 
done in the body. | 


O six N ER] remember that on thee the great | 
judge will pronounce, guilty or not guilty. In | 
what an agony of ſuſpence does a priſoner ſtand 
at the bar to hear whether he is to live or die! 
What marks of anxious diſtreſs appear in the 
countenance of his friends leaſt he ſhall be found 
guilty! But alas how few are thus concerned 
about their own ſentence in this great day of 

dread and decifion! Whether they ſhall be ac- 
quitted or condemned! How few are careful 
| daily, as they ſee the day approaching to exhort, and 
| warn their children and houſholds, that they 
may eſcape the irrevocable ſentence of condem- 
| nation! And that many will fall under this 
ſentence ver. 8 aſſures us. And while the words 
are reading, O conſider whether thy character 
| g by 
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is not mentioned! But the fearful, and unbe- 
lieving, and the abominable, and | murderers, and 
whoremongers, and idolaters, and all lyars, fhall 
have their part in the lake which burneth with fire 
and brimſtone which is the ſecond death, And do 
not many called chriſtians come under ſome of 
theſe characters? Who are fearful of offend- 
ing man, more than God: difbelieving, the 
threatnings of God againſt fin and ſinners ; abo- 
 abominable in their doings; making their boaſt. 
of what they ought to be aſhamed—heart idola- 
ters and murderers, loving money, or pleaſure 
more than God, living in malice, envy, hatred 
and revenge, the very tempers that give riſe to 
al murders, and all lars, But how few think 
it a crime 79 lie in their dealings for the ſake of 
gain, or conſider that God has here ſaid, on this 
account they ſhall be caſt into the lake of un- 
quenchable fire! Art not thou the man? O then. 
think of this awful ſentence that awaits you 
without a ſpeedy and deep repentance! The 
mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it, that if you 
die under the guilt of theſe or any other ſins, 


9 80 he is you cannot come. 


- AND with the ungodly their former things wil 


( 23 ) 

be paſſed away. | No more ſinging the ſongs of the 
drunkard. No more gratification of their luſts 
and paſſions. No more honour from their depen- 
dants and flatterers. No more fitting in the 
ſeat of the ſcornful, ſhooting out the arrows-of 
bitter reproachful cruel words againft the righte- 
ous. Inſtead of no more pain, no more ſorrow, 
they muſt ſuffer unabated pain, unmingled ſor- 
rows. In this book it is written, they gnaw 
their tongues for pain, and the ſmoke of their torment . 
aſcendeth up for ever and ever. O conſider this 
ye that forget God, leſt you fall under this con- 
demnation! Howſoever joyous your preſent day, 
ſeaſons of ſorrow await you. The evil days are 
coming, and the years draw nigh when thou fhalt 
ſay, T have no pleaſure in them. When the keepers 
of the houſe will tremble and the firong men bow 
_ themſelves, the grinders ceaſe becauſe they are few, 
and thoſe that look out of the windows be darkened. 
The doors ſhall be ſhut in the ſtreets, the daughters 
of muſic ſpall be brought, and fears ſhall be in the 
way. The graſhopper ſhall be a burden, and deſire 
Hall fail: becauſe man goeth to his long home. 
Eccles. 12. You daily hear the ſounds of morta- 
lity confirm theſe truths, the paſſing knell pro- 


claiming the ing of terrors invading in your 
borders. 
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borders. Yet a little while and he will come 


to your own houſe, to your own heart, and ſe- 
parate you from the moſt tender connections 


and deareſt relations. O ſee that you get pre- 
pared for the awful moment, by being cloathed 
in the righteouſneſs of Jeſus and cleanſed from 


ſin by faith in his blood! To day, while it is 


called to day, if ye will hear his voice, harden not 
your hearts againſt theſe awful truths. Now is 


the accepted time, now is the day of ſalvation. 
If the evil day of death come when unprepared, 
 mnder*the guilt and dominion of ſin, you muſt 


be pierced * with many, with eternal 


ſorrows. 


No beam of joyous hope will ever break into 


the regions of eternal death. Inſtead of no more 
crying there will be ceaſeleſs cries. They will 


cry, the great day of his wrath is come, and wha 


ſhall be able to fand under it. They will cry a- 
gainſt themſelves for having deſpiſed or made 
light of religion, and neglected the things belong- 


ing to their peace. They will cry againſt their 
companions in ſin for having been their tempters 
and ſeducers. They will cry againſt their un- 
godly parents for not wines them up in the 


fear, 
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fear, the wurture and admonition of the Lo. 


They will cry againft their negligent unfaithful 


paſtors and teachers for not warning them to eſcape 
that wrath to come. And, ſtill more dreadful to 


relate, they will cry againſt God, becauſe he 


does not put an end to their torments and ex- 


iſtence. They blaſpheme the God of heaven, be- 
cauſe they ſeek death but he fleeth from them. From 


ſo great a death the Lord i in mercy deliver all of 
. 


Bur is yours the character deſcribed, that be- 
longs to the heirs of theſe promiſes? Being juſ- 


tified by faith have you now peace with God? O 
then forget not that to Jeſus you owe this great 
deliverance. He wept that you might rejoice, - 
and bled that you might live for ever. He con- 


quered death, and him that had the power of death, 


that you might be more than. conquerers over 
the fears of death and hell. When you mourn- 
ed under the guilt and burden of fin, it was his 


kind, though unſeen hand, that wiped your tears 


away. When you mourned over a dear deceaſed 
friend, he bid you not to frrow as thoſe that have 


10 * to meet again in * What cauſe 


B . How 


„ 
How kind are thy compaſſions Lord 

How ſlow thine anger moves 

How ſoon he ſends his pard'ning word 
Too cheer the foul he loves!“ 


Tux covenant bleſſings now received are 
tokens and earneſts of greater things, more glo- 
rious bleſſings. You need not forrow as them 
that have no hope when they go down to the 
filent grave. As Joſeph ſaid to his brethren in 
Egypt, the Lord will ſurely viſit you and bring you 
2p out of this land: ſo at the morning of the 
reſurrection the Lord will ſurely viſit you and 


| bring you up out of your graves with ſongs of , - 


_ deliverance. And this ſcripture ſhall then be 
fully accompliſhed to all who have departed 
hence in the true faith and fear of the Lord Jeſus. 
God ſhall wipe away all tears from their eyes, &c. 


A quorarTIoN from Ezekiel which more im- 
mediately concerns us of the clergy, with a few 
obſervations upon it ſhall conclude, Chap. xxxiii. 

The Lord ſays to the prophet, O ſon of man 1 

have ſet thee a watchman unto the houſe of Hrael: 
therefore thon ſhalt hear the word at my mouth and 

warn then from me. M hoſoever bearath the found 


of 


* 


of the trumpet, and taketh not warning ; if the 
ſword come and take him away, his blood ſhall be 
upon his own head. He heard the ſound of the 
trumpet and took not warning, his blood ſhall be up- 
on him + but he that taketh warning ſhall deliver his 
foul. Every miniſter of God's word is a ſpiri- 
tual watchman to ſound the Goſpel trumpet, 
and warn finners of their danger of being taken 
away by the ſword of God's juſtice. We are 
commanded to cry aloud and not to ſpare, to ſhaw 
the people what muſt be the ſad conſequence of 
living and dying in fin, 5 


Go does in effect ſay to thoſe who ſtand up 
in his name to ſound the warning trumpet, as Jehu 
did to the executioners of the worſhippers. of 
Baal. F thou let one of the people eſcape without 
giving him @ faithful warning thy life ſhall go fir 
the life of him. Or as ver. 8. If thou doſt not fpeak 
to warn the wicked from his way, that wicked man 
ſhall die in his iniquity, but his blood will I require 
at thine hand. Awful charge! Lord help us to 

be faithful, to be free from the blood of all men! 
The trump of warning will be followed by the 

trump of judgment. That trumpet fhall ſound and 
the dead ſhall be raiſed. Let our imagination 
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bring that day preſent. Let us now ſuppoſe the 
great white throne before us, and the Almighty 


Judge fitting upon it. Do I not ſee O how 
awful to tell! Thouſands of trembling ſinners 
who took not warning, pale with conſcious guilt, 
with their blood upon their own heads! And among 
them thoſe who were loiterers and not labourers in 


the Lord's vineyard ; who through fear of man or 


hope of preferment, gave not the people faithful 


warning*. The guilt of the blood of thou- 


ſands of ſouls is upon them. Do I not hear the 


Almighty Judge ſaying, now will 7 require their 


Blood at your hands! Then a multitude lift up 


their dreadful voices and charge unfaithful 


watchmen as the cauſe of their condemnation, 


becauſe they did not cry aloud to warm them 
of. their danger from the ſword of God's juſtice. 


For ignorance will be no excuſe for the people 
who are not warned: eſpecially for thoſe who 


name the name of Feſus, but depart not from ini- | 


quity. So Ver. 6 of the ſame chapter informs 


us. But if the watchman ſee the fword come, and 


_ * IT was the ſaying of good Biſhop Latimer, © that there 
would be as many unpreaching Prelates in hell as would fill 
a gap as wide as from-Dover to Calais, 


blow 


8 
* blnw not the trumpet, and the people be not warned: 
if the ſword come and take any perſon from among 


them, he is taken away in his iniquity : but his Blood 
will J require at the watchman' 5 hand. 


WouULD all of you be preſent at - cet awful 
ſcenes unapalled, undiſmayed ? ( Preſent you 
muſt be) O then take the preſent warning. 
If you would not your own blood ſhould then 
be upon your head, ſee that the blood of Jeſus 

be now upon your heart. Not in the ſenſe of 
Jews who cryed, his blood be upon us and on our 
children, but in its pardoning and cleanſing; effi- 
cacy—to ſprinkle your heart from an evil conſci- 4 
ence, and ſpeak peace to your ſouls. When ſo A 
applied by faith St. Paul ſays, it ſpeaketh better a 
things than the blood of Abel. This pleaded for 
ſpeedy vengeance, but that for ſparing pardoning 
mercy. To all 20% take warning and fly to the 
blood and righteouſneſs of Jeſus for refuge, the 
Goſpel-trumpet is a joyful ſound of reſt and peace. 
David ſays, bleſſed are the people that know, [be- 
lieve and receive] this joyful ſound; they ſhall walk, 
O Lord in the light of thy countenance, in thy name 
ſhall they rejoice all the day, and in thy righteouſ- | 
neſs ſhall they be exalted, That people took warn- 


ing 


— 
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ing who' came to-the prophet with that anxious 
enquiry, Watchman what of the night ® Match- 
man what of the night ®. And we have authority 
to aſſure all whoſe hope and truſt is in the Lord, 
their ſoul ſhall be delivered in the darkeſt nights 
of affliction and trouble—and that ſongs of de- 
liverance ſhall be given them in that — they 
fleep i in death. 


ALL who take warning, and receive the truth 

In the love of it, the truth ſhall make them free— 
from every diſtreſſing fear what ſhall befall them 
in life and death. The words of Moſes I truſt 
may now be mine. I call heaven and earth 
to record this day againſt you that I have ſet be- 
fore you, life and death, bleſſing and curſing. 
May the Lord command his bleſſing that you may 
chuſe life, that both you and your ſeed may live 
for ever | Now 10 the king eternal, immortal, 
and inviſible, the only wiſe God, be honour and glory 
for ever and ever. Amen. 


HYMN 


E is a God of ſovran love 

Who promis'd heaven to me, 

And taught my thoughts to ſoar above 
Where happy ſpirits be. . 


Prepare me Lord for thy right hand, 
Then come the joyful day 
Come death and ſome celeſtial band 

To bear my ſoul away. 


Then my beloved take my ſoul 
Up to thy bleſt abode; _ 

That face to face I may behold 
My Saviour and my God. 
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